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Salamat Pagi Anuk Anuk.
As we head into week 6 of remote learning there is so much to be proud of— from the
ongoing commitment and professionalism of teachers and the dedication of our learning support officers through their daily supervision of students onsite and implementation of intervention programs for some students at home, to the enthusiasm and resilience of students and
the devotion of parents in their engagement with and support of their children’s learning.
Yes there have been challenges, however we have heard many fabulous anecdotes about
what is happening at home. Parents have been encouraging and positive as they share their
excitement about their child’s creativity and pride in their independence. They have spoken
about how well older brothers and sisters have been supporting their younger siblings.
Teachers too, have shared news of children in their class when they have been excited by the
learning they have observed.

We expect that resuming full time school may bring some challenges to students. They will
need to adjust to routines, and being back in a space with other children. There will be an
eagerness to see their friends but perhaps some uncertainties that we need to be prepared
for. As a staff we have already been discussing this and we will provide ongoing support to
gently ease your children back into a normal school routine.
Information about how we are preparing for the return to school will be communicated through
Seesaw, however below are some key considerations.
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
5.

There will be a teacher preparation day on Monday 25th May and no home learning will
take place on this day for students in Foundation—6, nor will any students be supervised
on site by staff.
Foundation to Year 2 students will return to school on Tuesday 26th May.
Home learning as currently delivered to Junior students will end on Friday 22nd and
Junior iPads will be returned to school on this day.
If you have a child in Years F-2 who will not be returning to school on Tuesday 26th
please notify the school by Friday 22nd. Please be aware that home learning will not be
delivered to students who will not be attending school.
Years 3-6 students will return to school on Tuesday 9th June.
Students in Years 3-6 who have been learning onsite over the homte learning period will
continue to attend school from May 26-June 5th and participate in their online
learning.
Students in Years 3 - 6 who have siblings in Years Foundation - 2 will be required to
continue online learning at home.

If you have any questions please contact us so we can support you. Have a fabulous week.
Connie Drossaert (on behalf of Steve Twomey)
Parish Priest
Father Michael Payyapilly
Phone: (03) 9792 431 7

Respect

Principal
Steve Twomey
principal@hfdoveton. catholic. edu. au

School Secretary
Bernadette Blaney
Phone: (03) 9791 1853

Acceptance

Empathy

Trust

On Monday 25th May, as staff gather together at school for the first time in 8 weeks, we will
be celebrating the successes we have achieved, both personally and as a school community.
We will be discussing the teaching practices that we want to embed further because we have
discovered innovative teaching methods that have supported student learning. And of course,
we will be planning for the return of our Junior children on Tuesday 26th May.
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Religious Education
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION
OF THE LORD
Ascension Day is traditionally celebrated
the 40th day after Easter Sunday, and
commemorates Jesus Christ's ascension
into heaven. The Bible says Jesus
promised the disciples that they would soon
receive the Holy Spirit, and asked them to
remain in Jerusalem until the Spirit had
come.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, through your
Ascension into heaven, you prepare us for
the kingdom of God. In your name we pray.
Amen.
- Suzanne Deefholts

Wellbeing
Last week the Year 5&6’s participated in an online Circle Time.
The focus continued to be, as it has all term, on gratitude.
As there has been 8 weeks (I am including the school holidays) of limited
face-to-face social connections, both as adults and as children we can begin
to feel some strong emotions, ranging from frustration to anxiety.
Even with parental support some feelings can be overwhelming for children,
and therefore the suggestions of mindfulness that your children’s teachers
have been promoting can be very nurturing and helpful.
Through the online Circle Time children got an opportunity to share some of their insights. One
of the mindful activities included ‘flipping your thoughts’ The idea of this was to help children understand that we can balance our viewpoints, and if we can see a positive it can help to reduce
some of those strong emotions and help children (and us all) find the gratitude in small things.
An example to illustrate this is, “I miss my friends at school, but I get to spend more time playing
board games with my dad.”
This mindfulness activity enabled the children from the senior level to be fully present— aware
of where they are and what they are doing and not be overly reactive or overwhelmed by what’s
going on around them.
Perhaps this mindfulness approach can be something to practise if your children are feeling a
bit overwhelmed by coming back to school. I’m certainly going to practise it when I think of all
the things that we need to prepare for the return of the children—being appreciative of their
safe return.
- Connie Drossaert (Wellbeing Leader)
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What’s Happening in Home Learning
Juniors
The Junior School has continued their writing unit on procedure texts. They have
been writing about and participating in experiments, recipes and have even made their
own instructional videos! It has been a joy to see and hear the students via video as they
explain their learning. Bubble blowing mixture, home cooked spaghetti and paper
aeroplanes have been but a few of our topics.
In Maths, the Prep students have been learning about Data. The 1/2 students have
completed their unit on Addition and are now also learning about Data. This will include
making pictographs and bar graphs about the story book Ten Apples Up On Top by Dr
Suess.
The students have been learning about parables in Religious Education including the
Parable of Lost Sheep and the parable of the Prodigal Son. Students have been reflecting
on how to make good choices in their own lives by showing empathy towards others.
In Inquiry, the Junior School has continued learning about Change. We have watched a
and participated in some more experiments, such as finding different materials around the
house and writing about their properties. Next we will be exploring how objects can change
through processes such as cooking. I wonder what else we will discover?

Seniors
The students in the senior school have been very busy over the past 2 weeks. It
is great to see their smiling faces in our Google Meets each day!
In Inquiry we have been conducting experiments, again looking
at change that is reversible and irreversible. We’ve been melting butter as well
as heating and cooling balloons filled with air. The 5/6's have also been writing
scientific reports with their experiments.
In Reading we had a big focus on identifying the main idea of a text and finding
details to support the main idea. We are now focusing on making predictions
about a text.
In Religious Education we have been looking at our big questions “How does the
Church ask us to change?” through the work of Caritas Australia.
We would like to congratulate the students on all their hard work and persistence when
learning at home. You are all doing an amazing job!
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In Performing Arts, during home learning we have been focusing on dance and
movement. Each week the students have been introduced to different types of
dance styles including freestyle dancing, Bollywood dancing, Italian tarantella
dancing, African style dancing and cheer dancing.
It has been wonderful to see the students videos on Seesaw and Google Classroom and lovely to see parents and families dancing together too!
Continue dancing and having fun!
-Josie Formichelli (Performing Arts Teacher)

If you have not signed up to CareMonkey please do so. All future notes, permission forms and
newsletters will be sent via this platform from June 8.

All junior student who have borrowed a school iPad will need to return it on Friday May 22nd
between 12 and 2pm. All book boxes, readers, pencil cases and other supplies will need to
be returned at this time. Thank you.
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Stars of the Week
Nisu,
Viktoria
Stefan
Sofia,
Wyatt
Tabella
Jane
Julia
Reegan
Tishayini
Gwen
Richelle
William
Nihal

Heart Nominations
Tabitha,

Noah
Nihal

Nisan

Shreya Harry K
Hanish
Jasmeen

Nisu

Birthdays
Annastashia

Joshua K.
Kanshika
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