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Holy Family School aspires to be a school community where all are celebrated and challenged to
be the very best they can be in the image of Jesus with a desire for life long learning.
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Halo Masyarakat Keluarga Holy Family,
COVID-19
At the start of the week I had to cancel or postpone a number of upcoming events
at school because of the COVID - 19 virus. The decision was made after much
thought and discussion.

Email:principal@hfdoveton It is sad for the children that they will miss out on activities that teachers had
planned for them but we cannot take any chances with their health. Any time the
.catholic.edu.au
children leave the school on an excursion or we have a celebration like Harmony
School Secretary:
Day there is a lot of organisation and paperwork to keep the children safe. I would
like to thank the teachers for their efforts in organising these events and excurMrs Bernadette Blaney
sions, particularly Elke Hayen (Sports Carnival) and Connie Drossaert (Harmony
Phone: (03) 9791 1853
Day). We look forward to holding these events later in the year.
Address: 1 00 Power Rd
There has been a lot of discussion around whether schools will close early for the
Doveton 3177
school holidays. We received correspondence from the Catholic Education Office

Dates:

Wednesday March 25
Sacrament of
Reconciliation (Grade 4
students) - to be
confirmed
Friday March 27
Last day of term
Tuesday April 14
First day of term 2
Details for term 2 events
will be communicated at
the start of term 2.

School Masses and Assemblies
All school Masses and Assemblies have been postponed until further notice.
School Camps
During week three of next term we have our Grade 3/4 and our Grade 5/6 camps.
The camps are an important part of the school year, with planning and preparation
well underway. School camps are a great opportunity for the children to interact
and learn together in a different setting to the classroom. The final decision as to
whether the two camps will go ahead will be made during the first week back at
school after Easter. At that time I will take advice from the Catholic Education Office Melbourne. The health of all our students and families is a very important factor and we would never compromise this. If going to camp is considered unsafe
because of COVID-19 we will cancel it.
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Friday March 20
Whole School Closure
Day

has informed us this was highly unlikely to happen. At the start of next term we will
reassess the situation and go ahead with some of our postponed events.

Term 2
As winter approaches in term 2 we will need to be very careful with illness. Staff
and children who are unwell will need to stay at home especially under the current
circumstances. We will be more vigilant than normal with this, and we will be contacting parents of any children who come to school sick.
Next week is the last week of term 1. I hope that everyone has a restful break and
comes back safe and well for term 2. Easter is at the end of the school holidays so
Monday the 13th of April is Easter Monday and part of the school holidays. The
first day of term 2 is Tuesday the 14th of April.
Communication
Please make sure that you check SeeSaw as we will be using this online platform
during the holidays if we need to communicate with families.
Thank you
Thank you to our teachers, learning support officers and volunteers who put in a
phenomenal effort to support the children and ensure growth and success for all.
Wishing you all a happy Easter.
Steve Twomey

Principal
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In the Junior School, we have been working together on our Inquiry
pieces: our personal profile canvasses. We have enjoyed painting and
writing sentences about ourselves. We have asked lots of questions
about our families and the differences between now and then at school.
In Maths, the 1/2s have been learning about repeating and growing
patterns. We have been making these patterns
and sharing them with our classmates. The
Preps have been learning about Time and are
starting a new unit on Shape.
In the lead up to Holy Week, the Junior School
have been following the footsteps of Jesus
through participation in Godly Play and Liturgies, thus learning the
importance of Lent.

In Middle School, as part of Literacy, students have been learning about summarising a text
and writing a narrative. We have been listening to and viewing a range of texts, and
identifying the main parts of a story. In writing, students have been continuing to learn about
the structure and language features of a narrative and are beginning to write their own
narratives using these plans as a guide. In conscious
breathing, after outdoor play times, students have been
focusing on starfish breathing which is a strategy where
they slow down their breaths and focus on how they are
feeling. This helps students to prepare their bodies and
minds for learning.
We are really proud of the learning that has taken place
this term as it reflects the efforts shown by all students
in our classroom this term.

The Senior students have been demonstrating what they have learnt about
significant events in Australia’s Colonial past. Students have researched and gathered
information on a Google Doc, then published their historical timelines on an online platform.
In Mathematics, the students have been challenging themselves by placing fractions and
decimals on number lines to help compare and order them.
In Reading, students have been learning how to find the main
idea in a text and how to use the strategy of summarising to
improve reading comprehension.
The students’ writing is developing well and by the end of
term students are expected to have written a historical
narrative piece, written in the first person and set in the
colonial period of Australian history.
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In Performing Arts the students have been learning about music and emotions.
They have been talking about how music makes them feel and expressing this
through drama, drawing and dancing. The year 2-6 students also designed musical masterpieces. The middle and senior students played a game show called
‘Pasta and Composer’ in teams where each team member had to guess if the
name was a composer or a pasta! There was lots of laughter
playing this game!

Have a go and see if you can work out if the following are composers or a type of pasta:
BERTALLI

BUSONI CAPELLINI

AGNOLOTTI CORELLI MORRICONE FUSILLI

A great term of learning in Performing Arts!
Mrs Josie Formichelli

Visitor & Volunteer Procedure
Holy Family Primary School seeks to provide a safe, open & friendly learning
environment for all staff and students and actively values and encourages volunteers
& visitors. To achieve this, the School has developed guidelines to effectively inform, monitor & manage
Volunteers & Visitors that must be applied at all times.
Visitors & Volunteers
All Visitors & Volunteers between the hours of 9am and 3.15pm are required to report to the school’s
Administration Office prior to gaining entry to the school site. Parents wishing to speak with their child
must also report to the school’s Administration Office prior to being authorised to do so.
All Visitors & Volunteers are required to sign in using the iPad located in the Office or the school’s
‘Visitor’s Book’, stating their name, time of entry, purpose of the visit. A Visitor’s badge or lanyard will be
assigned which must be visibly worn at all times. Similarly, at the end of the Visitors & Volunteers attendance they must report back to the Administration Office where they are required to sign out & return
their Visitor’s badge.

Suzanne Deefholts Child Safety Officer
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World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led by Christian women who welcome you to
join in prayer and action for peace and justice. World Day of Prayer events are held on or near the
first Friday in March each year all around the world. Each year a different country prepares the Services, highlighting their culture, joys and problems. This year the women of Zimbabwe have prepared
the prayer service and resources to be used.
Prayer
God of peace and freedom, we welcome you in our midst. We praise you for your love, which surpasses all understanding. We praise you for who you are, now and forever.
Response: You are an amazing God.

Creator God, we praise you for the natural resources we are called to care for, like the vegetation,
minerals, big animals, waterfalls and forests of Zimbabwe.
Response: You are a gracious God.
Jesus, we praise you for the dignity of human life, and especially for the
friendliness of Zimbabwe’s hardworking people. Thank you for helping us to
love and respect one another.
Response: You are the Bread of life.
Holy Spirit, we praise you for enabling us to gather in worship in Zimbabwe
and around the world. Amen.
For more information visit https://www.worlddayofprayeraustralia.org/
Suzanne Deefholts
Religious Education Leader

When I was a little girl – about 4 or 5 years old, I remembering thinking about the
job I wanted when I was older. Teacher! Imagine that! I wanted to go to Africa and
teach everyone about Australia. I had a cardboard box and I would cut out pictures
of koalas and kangaroos from my mum’s “Women’s Weekly,” and add it to my collection. I don’t know how far my lesson plans would’ve stretched because that’s all
I had in my ‘teaching box.’ Jump a few years later (many years actually) and I found myself at
Holy Family feeling that Africa and the world had come to me! I remember the joy I felt at
joining this wonderful school community and I have continued to feel blessed by being part of
a school that is diverse and fosters a sense of belonging.

For everyone who calls Australia home, let us uphold the concept of Harmony Day; that is…
‘everyone belongs.’ How can we make that happen? We can do this by celebrating traditions
and sharing one another’s stories. We can do it by respecting and appreciating others. We
can do it by embracing our differences and our similarities and by understanding one another’s experiences.

When children leave Holy Family and the future is unfolding in front of them my hope is that
they live in an Australia that is welcoming, safe and accepting.
Connie Drossaert
Wellbeing Leader

Joshua
Puoth
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Speak to your child in the language you know best
We are proud of our multicultural community and the richness
diversity brings to our school. Many of our families speak English as an
additional language.
Children strongly benefit from being able to speak, read and write the
home language of their parents. It is important for their sense of identity
and belonging and it will help them to succeed at school. Beginning to
learn English after learning their first language can take time, but your
child will not be disadvantaged if they do not speak English at home.
Speak, read and write with your child in the language you know best –
your home language.



Reading, singing, chatting, playing number games in your home language;



speaking your home language during family outings and celebrations;



speaking your home language even if your child responds in English
as children can hear differences between languages;

Josephine, Gwen, Goamar,
Reshan, Ian, Clara,
Andee-Lei, Mounika,
Karnvir, Jeremy, William,
Mercy



helping your child with their homework in your home language (For
example, if you teach your child how to multiply in your language,
they will understand how to do the same in English).
For more information visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/language
Suzanne Deefholts
Learning and Teaching Leader

Kyle, Puoth Madhjua, Illion

Regular reading is crucial for children in the
early stages of their education and is the most
important
home learning you can engage in with your child. There are a
number of things you can do to support your child’s reading development:

Helping with Maths at Home
Every child can experience success in mathematics. It
takes good teaching, coaching, encouragement and practise, both at school and at home. Following on from the
last newsletter, here are some other ways to help your
child with maths at home:

Use the 3 P’s to help with reading - Pause, Prompt, Praise. This
approach allows you to assist your child with tricky words while
teaching them how to self-monitor and correct themselves while
reading.



Encourage your child to experiment with different
approaches to mathematics. There may only be one
solution but there is often more than one way to solve
a maths problem.



Encourage your child to talk about and show a maths
problem in a way that makes sense (i.e., draw a picture or use material like macaroni).



When your child is solving maths problems ask questions such as: Why did you...? What can you do
next? Do you see any patterns? Does the answer
make sense? How do you know? Can you explain
what you did there? This helps to encourage thinking
about mathematics.



Computers + maths = fun! There are many online
maths games and apps available that you can discover with your child.

Pause: Wait quietly while your child attempts to read the words
on the page. If your child is struggling to work out what a word is,
pause for 5 seconds to let them figure it out for themselves.
Prompt: If they still haven’t worked out the word after 5 seconds,
‘prompt’ them with suggestions on how they could figure out the
word, such as: sounding out, breaking the words into chunks,
rereading from the start of the sentence, looking at the pictures
for clues. If your child still has troubles with the word after two
‘prompts’, say it for them and encourage them to move on with
their reading. Praise: Support your child’s reading with positive
reinforcement. Saying things like “Your reading is getting so
much better, I’m really proud of you!” boosts your child’s selfconfidence and will help them improve.
Simone Crist—Literacy Leader

Lea Drury
Mathematics Leader
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Congratulations Gabe and Ayuri! Gabe placed
7th in his freestyle event and Ayuri placed 2nd in
his breaststroke event.
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